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Uncertain future – IPCC blind spot on Crime & Security

• We face an uncertain future with global warming

• But reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) make 
almost no mention of crime or domestic security

• ‘Climate justice’ and ‘human security’ have other meanings:



Need for a systematic approach

• One thing we can be sure of in future, is that criminals and terrorists will significantly exploit 
disruptions  and exacerbate problems associated with Climate Change

• Criminologists and crime scientists have begun to take an interest 

– 2022 seminar series by KTH Stockholm and Northumbria University 

– Work on carbon footprint of crime & security initiated by Pease and taken forward by Skudder, 
Shoesmith and others

– Study of interaction of security & sustainability in UK building codes by Armitage & Monchuk

• Yet since some pioneering work by Robert Agnew over a decade ago, we are lacking a 
systematic approach to join up crime, security & climate change 

• For gaps, need maps - presentation will attempt to remedy this  

• My thinking developed in a working group on climate change run by the European Forum on 
Urban Security



Coming up

• Aim is to encourage and assist researchers to systematically fill in the many unknowns, by a 
disciplined application of evidence (where it exists), tested theory & horizon-scanning

• Main effort so far has been to plough through IPCC reports that emerged in 2022-3, to map 
out the key parameters of climate change and see how these relate to crime and security

• I will cover:

– Key aspects of climate change

– The types and causes of crime which need to be mapped against these aspects

– How crime might be influenced by climate change itself, and society’s responses to it

– How crime itself influences climate change, mitigation and adaptation efforts

– How security in its turn may be influenced by, and influence, climate change 

• The presentation 

– Built around a visual map, which can zoom out or into detail



Overview



= expansion from 

previous slide

Climate Change



Nature of CC



Risks from CC



Mitigation of CC – very specific meaning



Mitigation of CC – domains of action



Adaptation to CC



Crime & Security

• Now time to switch 

perspective

• All the effects of climate 

change, and responses to it 

in terms of both mitigation 

and adaptation, can 

influence crime & security 

in diverse ways, and be 

influenced by them



Parameters of crime

• Relation of crime to climate 

change needs to be specific



Causes of crime – need to mesh detailed mechanisms with CC risks – 1) direct causes



Causes of crime – 2) indirect or distal causes – mainly from Agnew



Influence of Crime on Climate Change and responses to it



Influence of Climate Change, and responses to it, on Crime



Influence of Security on Climate Change, and responses to it



Influence of Climate Change, and responses to it, on Security



Influence of Security on Crime… & Crime on Security



Earlier version showing dynamic influence & feedback links



p.ekblom@ucl.ac.uk

Fuller version cross-referencing to IPCC reports:

https://crimeframeworks.com/climate-change-crime-security/ 

See all my materials at https://crimeframeworks.com 

Comments and suggestions please!

mailto:p.ekblom@ucl.ac.uk
https://crimeframeworks.com/climate-change-crime-security/
https://crimeframeworks.com/
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